2018

€49 & up

The holiday season is a special time in Europe.

The Christmas preparation and end-of-year celebrations are eagerly
awaited and celebrated as a chance to spend time with friends and family.
During this festive period, string lights and decorations adorn the streets,
while the scents of gingerbread cookies and hot mulled wine fill the air,
turning wintry, cold towns into warm Christmas fairy tales.

St. Nicholas Day Christmas Surprise
Date:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

6 December
0900/2100
€49
€39 ages 0-11

NE W

Our mystery destination was once home to more than 10,000 US
soldiers, civilians and their family members. In December, the heart
of this classical German town becomes one of the most picturesque
and enchanting Christmas Market destinations in all of Germany.
Join us on a guided walking tour through the city center and discover
beautiful sights filled with exciting history. The charming Christmas
market hosted here, dates back to the early 19th century and
attracts thousands of visitors from all corners of Europe.
The historic market square centers around the baroque architecture of the gothic chapel of
St. Mary, providing the perfect backdrop and atmosphere for the beautifully decorated wooden
stalls of the Christmas Market. Here you can browse through an impressive assortment of handmade Christmas decorations, seasonal crafts, pottery and wooden toys while you enjoy a mug of
heart-warming Glühwein (mulled wine) and other local mouthwatering specialties.
Kick off your holiday season with a little Christmas Surprise and join us for a day
of fun at this spectacular Christmas mystery destination! Can you guess
where we’re going? There is a special Christmas Surprise for the
person who does, clues will be left starting
13 November 2018 on our
website and Facebook.

Christmas Caves of Valkenburg
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

17, 23 November & 2, 9, 16, 21 December
0700/2030
€69
€59 ages 0-11

This trip is a must for Christmas Market connoisseurs!
Valkenburg offers the most incredibly unique Christmas Market
experience by hosting the entire market in the naturally formed
caves that run underneath the town. Making use of the extensive
cave system that underlies the area, the “Valkenburg Caves”
provide a one of a kind experience not found at any other Christmas Market. Traditional Dutch Christmas treats, artisan wares,
holiday crafts and Christmas exhibits line the decorated caves to
create an underground Christmas village that glows with holiday
spirit. This popular tour is not your average Christmas Market!
Includes: Entrance to the Velvet Cave (main cave).

The Royal Christmas in the Clouds
Castle Hohenzollern & ChocolART Festival in Tübingen
Date:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

8 December
0730/2130
€ 79
€ 69 ages 0-11

Our first stop takes us to the grandiose ancestral seat
of the Prussian Royal House of the Hohenzollern Princes.
The magnificent Castle Hohenzollern sits perched, three thousand
feet high on the peak of Hohenzollern Mountain, often nested in a
pillow of clouds. The Castle, costumed revelers and traditional
palace music creates a one of a kind, magical Christmas atmosphere. The vivid Christmas Market extends from the streets into
the famous castle halls offering beautiful accessories, hand
crafted holiday decor and the most exquisite holiday delicacies.
Our day will have a sweet finish in the town of Tübingen at the huge
“ChocolART” chocolate festival where almost an acre of sweetness
is waiting to be sampled and explored. Indulge your sweet tooth
with praline courses, cocoa painting, chocolate workshops and more.
Includes: Entrance fee, shuttle transfer to Hohenzollern Castle.

Germany’s Favorite Christmas Markets
Nürnberg & Rothenburg
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

1, 8, 12, 22 December
0530/2130
€69
€59 ages 3-11

Join us on a full day tour to Germany’s oldest
Christmas Markets, Nürnberg & Rothenburg and taste the original
Nürnberger Lebkuchen (gingerbread) and Glühwein (mulled wine).
During our first stop in Nürnberg you will find some of the finest
examples of German toy-making on display and have a chance to
see the ever-famous Christmas Angel. In the afternoon we visit the
enchanting Christmas Market in romantic Rothenburg, which turns
this charming medieval town into a winter fairy tale. The Christmas
market is held beneath the twin towers and illuminated choir
windows of St. James’s Church, which has watched over this wellpreserved Christmas tradition for nearly five hundred years. There
will be plenty of time for shopping the market and a chance to
visit the Käthe Wohlfahrt House.
Includes: Visit to Gingerbread factory in Nürnberg.

©Rothenburg Tourismus Service

Swiss Bliss-mas - Basel, Freiburg & Black Forest
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

1 & 15 December
0700/2130
€79
€69 ages 3-11

Experience Christmas without borders!
Our first stop takes us to Switzerland and the beautiful downtown
heart of Basel, aglow with Christmas lights and a magnificent
Christmas tree adorned with ornaments by decorator Johann
Wanner. A Christmas fairy-tale forest adventure playground is
offered for your little elves to enjoy pouring candles and decorat
small rustic wooden chalets where vendors offer their goods and
inspire good Christmas cheer.
For the second half of the adventure, we cross the border into
Germany, through the Black Forest and into Freiburg. Towering
over the town is the 380-foot-tall landmark spire of Freiburg
Minster’s Gothic Cathedral. This Black Forest Christmas Market
is famous for artistic handmade goods, felt products, and highquality ceramics. The artisans and vendors here are happy to
share their crafts by offering demonstrations and the opportunity
to try your hand producing your own artisanal blown glass
treasure.

French Christmas Magic
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

9, 13 & 20 December
0700/2200
€69
€59 ages 3-11

Journey with us to the Alsace region of France
for a little Christmas Magic this season. The day begins with a stop
at Fortwengers Gingerbread Palace, where the Fortwenger family
proudly delights in sharing their enchanting Christmas paradise
and gift shop where you can purchase their delicious Christmas
gingerbread goodies. Our next stop is in Marchè Noel in Colmar,
where the illuminated town center is decorated like a Christmas
fairy tale, creating a festive atmosphere simply unmatched anywhere else in France.
Our final destination is the town of Riquewihr, considered to be
one of the top ten most beautiful towns in French Alsace region,
an exceptional site at dusk when the lights twinkle and bring a
soft glow to the streets and market. If you’re looking for an extra
dose of Christmas joy, don’t miss this trip.
Includes: Entrance to Fortwengers Gingerbread Palace.

Champagne Christmas
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

25 November
0700/2130
€89
€79 ages 11-17
€69 ages 3-10

Our day begins with in the well-known French
Champagne town of Reims, surrounded by the gentle hills covered
by the vineyards that grow the precious champagne grapes. This
region is also home of the world famous Champagne Pommery Brut
Royal & Pommery Vintage. We will be joined by a local guide who
will lead us deep into the maze of underground cellars for an in
depth look at the history and craft of how champagne is developed,
aged and bottled. Our visit here will finish with a thorough champagne tasting of the famous “bubbles,” followed by an opportunity
to shop for souvenirs and stock up on Champagne for New Years.
Our final stop offers complete Christmas immersion into the colorful
bustle of the fest de Noel de Champagne, a Christmas market with
French flair. Come drink thick, rich, hot chocolate, nibble a savory
crepe filled with ham and cheese, admire handmade ornaments,
explore the French Christmas village, view crafts demonstrations
and enjoy live music. This trip is the perfect way to kick of the holiday season over the long weekend!
Includes: Guided tour through Champagne cellars and 2 tastings!

Cheesy Sweet Swiss Christmas
Nestlé Chocolate & Gruyere Cheese
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

8 December
0400/0030 (next day)
€89
€79 ages 0-11

Our journey kicks off with a sweet start in the town of Broc, home
to the Nestle Chocolate factory, “Maison Cailler.” During the visit
you’ll learn the sweet story chocolate, tour the factory production
line and see how the delicious candy is made, all guaranteed to
send your sweet tooth into over-drive! From here we shift to the savory side of Switzerland’s edible delights with a visit to the famous
cheese making town of Gruyere. Here we explore the mystery of how
this world-renowned cheese is crafted at the Maison du Gruyere.
Our final stop takes us to Switzerland’s most famous cheese destination, Castle of Gruyere, for a special Christmas Exhibition showcasing decorative figurines, ornaments and a charming Christmas
Market with local singers, musicians and delicious treats.
Includes: Nestle Chocolate Factory, Maison du Gruyere with samples.

Classical French Christmas Market, Strasbourg
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

2 & 22 December
0830/2030
€ 59
€ 49 ages 0-11

Join us on this festive trip to Strasbourg,
the oldest Christmas market in France, fondly called Christkindelmarkt or “Market of the Infant Jesus.” During the Advent season,
Strasbourg is warmly lit with the nostalgic glow of thousands of
lanterns. Different traditional markets are located everywhere the
eye can see, all offering a different assortment of French Christmas
delights. The Petite France invites you to explore an exceptional
variety of traditional French crafts, holiday decorations gift items
and more. Enjoy the scents of mulled wine “vin chaud,” mixed
with other French specialties while you experience the warm and
generous Alsatian Christmas spirit.

Christmas in Bruges
Dates:
Depart/Return:
Adults:
Children:

24 November & 29 December
0400/2330
€79
€69 ages 3-11

Visit the unspoiled medieval town of Bruges
to appreciate the delights of Belgian culture in
Christmas splendor. Lights and decorations cover
the beautiful alleyways, churches and patrician houses during
the holiday season, turning the town into a Christmas fairy tale.
Chocolate lovers will delight in sampling the renowned chocolates
found in Bruges, along with Belgian waffles and other sweet seasonal delights available at Christmas. Beer connoisseurs will not
be disappointed by the brew scene offered here, high quality local
breweries provide the perfect opportunity for an in-depth tasting
of ales as well as some scrumptious Belgian classics delights like
Moules-frites (steamed mussels with fries) or Stoofvlees (stew of
beer and beef).

Christmas Magic in Cologne
Dates:
18 December
Depart/Return: 0730/2030
All Passengers: €59
Join us for a day of metropolitan Christmas magic
in Cologne, where modern city life meets old fashioned holiday
traditions in the most unique way. An impressive Christmas tree
marks the heart of the city, shimmering with thousands of lights
that cast a magical glow on the massive Gothic Cathedral and
surrounding Christmas Market. The center market is the largest
of the five Christmas markets the city hosts, all within walking
distance of each other, making this trip ideal for a Christmas
market crawl! The “Market of Angels” is lavishly decorated with a
blanket of twinkling lights, creating a spellbinding night sky overhead. Just around the corner, nestled between the beautifully lit
half-timbered houses, is the family friendly “St. Nicholas Village.”
Cologne offers an amazing culinary scene and is famous for its
Kölsch beer, which you can sample at one of the many Gastro
pubs found throughout Old Town.
The Chocolate Museum is a sweet attraction this time of year and
perfect way to round out a December day in this amazing city!

Triberg’s Christmas Magic
Dates:
28 December
Depart/Return: 1200 (noon)/0030 (next day)
All passengers: €69
Fill the time between the old year and the
new with a spectacular adventure in the Black
Forest, where a million twinkling lights turn the town of Triberg
into a winter fantasy land. Our first stop will be a visit to one of the
oldest clock production houses in the area where you will have a
chance to admire the expansive showroom and shop for your own
Black Forest Cuckoo clock. Once in Triberg we’ll stroll through a
magical tunnel created by thousands of little sparkling lights, around
the waterfall, to the entertainment stages for a winter show that
is a feast for all senses!
Includes: Entrance fees to the Magic Forest.

November Christmas Market Trips
Sat

17 Nov
17 Nov
Thu 22 Nov
		
22 Nov
Fri
23 Nov
23 Nov
Sat 24 Nov
24 Nov
24 Nov
Sun 25 Nov
Thu 29 Nov

Innsbruck, Swarovski & Xmas Markt*
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Castles on the Rhine Thanksgiving*
special with Christmas Market
Cochem Castle Medieval Dinner*
Seiffen, Prague & Karlovy Vary*
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Swiss Christmas in Lucerne*
Best of Bruges at Christmas
Christmas Castles on the Rhine*
Champagne Christmas
Christmas Castles on the Rhine*

December Christmas Market Trips
Sat
Sun

1 Dec
1 Dec
1 Dec
2 Dec
2 Dec
2 Dec

Salzburg - Christmas Fairy Tale*
Swiss Bliss-mas / Basel & Freiburg
Germany’s Favorit Christmas markets
Christmas Castles on the Rhine*
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Classical French Christmas (Strassburg)

		
Thu, 6 Dec
		

RTT Christmas surprise destination
on St. Nicholas Day

Sat

Cheesy Sweet Swiss Christmas
Royal Christmas in the clouds
Germany’s Favorit Christmas markets
French Christmas Magic (Colmar &
Riquewihr)
Christmas Castles on the Rhine*
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Germany’s Favorit Christmas markets
French Christmas Magic (Colmar &
Riquewihr)
Dresden, Prague & Karlovy Vary*
Mainau Island - Christmas adventure
on lake Constance*
Swiss Bliss-mas / Basel & Freiburg
Innsbruck, Swarovski & Xmas Markt*
Black Forest Christmas Magic with
Christmas Magic in Gengenbach*
Christmas Castles on the Rhine*
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Christmas Market Cologne
Amazing Amsterdam*
French Christmas Magic (Colmar &
Riquewihr)
Valkenburg Christmas Caves
Germany’s Favorit Christmas markets
Classical French Christmas (Strassburg)
Triberg Christmas Magic
Best of Bruges at Christmas
*See Separate Flier

8 Dec
8 Dec
8 Dec
Sun 9 Dec
		
9 Dec
9 Dec
Wed 12 Dec
Thu 13 Dec
		
Fri
14 Dec
Sat 15 Dec
		
15 Dec
15 Dec
Sun 16 Dec
		
16 Dec
16 Dec
Tue 18 Dec
Wed 19 Dec
Thu 20 Dec
		
Fri
21 Dec
Sat 22 Dec
22 Dec
Fri
28 Dec
Sat 29 Dec
		

To book any of these tours,
please contact:
RTT Travel

KMC Center, Building 3336
Ramstein Air Base, Germany
DSN 480-6330/6650
CIV 06371-46360
Book online at www.rtttravel.com
Pick Up Location

Main Chapel Parking Lot, Ramstein Air Base.
Please park toward center of the lot.

Included

• Round-trip Deluxe Coach
• Any entrance fees as listed with tour
• RTT tour guide

Not Included

Meals, beverages and entrance fees not
specifically mentioned as “included”
and items of a personal nature.

Required Documents

All participants must be in possession of a valid U.S. tourist
passport during the tour.

Child Safety

German law requires ALL child passengers,
regardless of size or age, to have a seat on
a bus and use an approved safety seat
provided by the customer.

Cancellation Policy (per person)

• From day of booking until 14 days prior
€15 of tour price, per person.
• From 13 days until 2 days prior 50%
of tour price, per person.
• Later cancellations - no refunds.
• No show - no refund

Please Note:

• Christmas Markets are not stroller friendly
environments, for this reason we advise
parents to not bring children under 3 years
of age on these trips.
• These tours require a moderate amount of
walking on cobblestone streets.

