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Military History

Verdun & St. Avold American Cemetery

Ossuary of Douaument Lorraine American Cemetery & Memorial
Verdun, France 5t. Avold, France

Discover the history of the famous battle of
Verdun fought during WWI in 1916, and more...

e Visit Fort Douaumont and
the Memorial of Verdun

Great Value!

€59

e Visit the Lorraine American 8
Cemetery and Memorial July

* Tour the Bayonette Trench




Military History

Verdun & St. Avold American Cemetery

By the end of the 1800’s, Verdun was the most heavily
fortified town in France, with the Citadel and 38 forts and
defensive works. It became the site of one of history’s most
devastating battles. Under a deluge of shells and mortar bombs,
the city was given orders to hold out “at all costs”. The price was
appalling! The town was destroyed. Nine nearby villages ceased
to exist. At a cost of some 400,000 German casualties and a
similar number of French, the attack was finally called off.
Germany had failed to bleed France to death. The battle contin-
ued, however, from October to the end of the year. Four years
later, on 10 November 1920, France chose its Unknown Soldier
from those buried at the Citadel. This soldier is buried under the
Arc de Triomphe in Paris.

The Lorraine American Cemetery and Memorial in St. Avold,
France contains the largest number of graves of our military dead
of World War II in Europe, a total of 10,489. St. Avold served
as a vital communications center for the vast network of enemy
defenses guarding the western border of the Third Reich. Most of
the dead here were killed while driving the German forces from
the fortress city of Metz toward the Siegfried Line and the Rhine
River. Initially, there were over 16,000 Americans interred in the
St. Avold region, mostly from the U.S. Seventh Army’s Infantry
and Armored Divisions and its Cavalry Groups.

ITINERARY:

Travel directly to Verdun to visit the outdoor areas of Fort Douau-
mont, the Memorial of Verdun, and Bayonette Trench. These
open air visits instill an appreciation of the terrible conditions
experienced under constant bombardment, battlefield injuries and
extreme hunger. A lunch opportunity will be provided, but you
may also pack a picnic meal to enjoy at a rest stop. Continue with
a visit to the underground areas of the Fort, which played a vital
logistical role in the Battle of Verdun and changed hands many
times. Hear for yourself the incredible history which took place
in those walls!

Our tour ends with a visit to the Lorraine American Cemetery
at St. Avold, France, resting place of over ten thousand American
military from World War II. This cemetery is especially appreci-
ated for the peaceful landscaping, bringing honor and dignity to
those who suffered and died in the Battle of the Bulge. It is a
sobering reminder of the price of Peace in Europe.

Depart St. Avold at about 5 p.m., with arrival to points of origin at
approximately 6:30 p.m.

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

* Round-trip transportation by deluxe motor coach, non-smoking

* Open-air visit to Fort Douaumont, the Memorial of Verdun,
and the Bayonette Trench

* Memorial Museum visit

* Tour of Fort Douaumont

* Open-air visit to Lorraine American Cemetery and Memorial

* Services of an RTT guide

NOT INCLUDED:
* Meals en route and meals not mentioned above.
* Items of a personal nature and tips

CHILDREN:
* Child 3-11 years of age: €59
* Not recommended for children under the age of 7 years

DOCUMENTS:

* All travellers must be in possession of a valid U.S. tourist
passport

* Non-U.S. citizens must meet proper visa requirements for
France (check with RTT).
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CANCELLATION FEES:

* Up to two weeks prior to tour: €15 per person

* From 13 days until close of business 1 day prior:
50% of the tour price

* Later, no refund.

* No refund for no shows.

DEPARTURE POINTS AND TIME:
* Autobahn A6, Kaiserslautern CENTRUM Park & Ride: 6:30 a.m.
» Autobahn A6, Shell Autohof at Landstuhl-Ost: 7 a.m.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

* Don’t forget to bring your camera, film and batteries

* Bring Euros for local transportation, meals, beverages
and shopping

* Bring neat snacks for in between meal opportunities

* Bring appropriate clothing for walking outdoors and under-
ground. The temperatures underground are cool, even in summer.

Book your tour by PHONE o~ INTERNET
[rom wherever you are -
tfave yow CREDIT CARD fardy/

'SERVICES

Combat Support & Community Service

RTT Travel Ramstein

KMC Center, Bldg. 3336 DSN: 480-6330/6650
APO AE 09094 Tel: 06371-46360
66877 Ramstein Flugplatz, GE Fax: 06371-44323

Make Jour reservations: WWW.RT Ttravel.com



