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Military History

Bastogne & Luxembourg American Cemetery

Luxembourg American Cemetery and Memaorial
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Discover the history of the Battle of the Buige,
fought during WWII in the winter of 1944-45

 Audio-guided tour of the
Battle of the Bulge Museum

* Visit the Luxembourg American
Cemetery and Memorial

Great Value!

€59

e Visit the Sandweiler

April August
German War Cemetery 16 8
June September
12 16
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Combat Support & Community Service




Military History

Bastogne & Luxembourg American Cemetery

By the end of the 19th century, Bastogne was a thriving
fortified town at the middle of an important crossroads of high-
ways and railway lines in Belgium. Its forest products and cattle
fairs were well known. It all came to a terrible end with German
occupation in World War II. Although liberated by the Allies in
late 1944, German forces attacked in their goal to conquer the
Ardennes and separate American and British forces. Shortly
before Christmas 1944, German forces began their offensive,
thereafter known as The Battle of the Bulge, by attacking the
American forces surrounding the town. A few days later, Brigadier
General McAuliffe and the 101st Airborne Division along with
elements of the 10th Armored Division arrived to counter-
attack but, after heavy fighting, got encircled in the city. On
December 22, German emissaries asked for the American
surrender, to which the General answered quite briefly, “Nuts!”
The next day, the weather cleared up, allowing air retaliation and
the parachuting of much needed food, medicine, and weaponry.
Later, the troops of General Patton broke the deadlock and the
official end to the battle was declared almost three weeks later.
What remained? A city almost completely destroyed, more than
25 thousand dead and 50 thousand never accounted for.

The Luxembourg American Cemetery and Memorial is
located on a site liberated by the U.S. 5th Armored Division on
September 10, 1944. The first burial ground was established there

December 29, 1944. Most who are interred here lost their lives in
the German Ardennes offensive, in air operations over the region
and in the fighting eastward to the Rhine and beyond during the
winter of 1944 and spring of 1945. Originally General Patton was
buried with the other military. So many came to visit his grave
that it was removed to a location between the two flagpoles and
stone paving was installed in front of the grave. The nearby Sand-
weiler German War Cemetery contains the graves of 10 thousand
German servicemen from the same battles and time period.
Almost half were buried by the American war graves service
during the war. Another half were removed from temporary mass
graves in the region and later identified before final burial.

ITINERARY:

Travel directly to Bastogne to visit the outdoor areas of the Battle
of the Bulge Memorial. Follow this with an audio-guided tour
of the Battle of the Bulge Museum for an appreciation of the
offensive and defensive actions of this pivotal battle during WWIL.
A lunch opportunity will be provided in Bastogne, but you may
also pack a picnic meal to enjoy outdoors. Continue with open air
visits to the Luxembourg American Cemetery and Memorial
and the Sandweiler German War Cemetery.

Depart Sandweiler at about 5:15 p.m., with arrival to points of
origin at approximately 7 p.m.

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

* Round-trip transportation by deluxe-motorcoach, non-smoking
* Open-air visit to the Battle of the Bulge Memorial

* Bastogne Battle of the Bulge Museum audio guided tour

* Open-air visit to Luxembourg American Cemetery & Memorial
* Open air visit to Sandweiler German War Cemetery

* Services of an RTT guide

NOT INCLUDED:
* Meals en route and meals not mentioned above.
* [tems of a personal nature and tips

CHILDREN:

* Child 3-11 years of age: €49

* Not recommended for children under the age of 7 years

DOCUMENTS:

* All travelers must be in possession of a valid U.S. tourist
passport

* Non-U.S. citizens must meet proper visa requirements for
Belgium (check with RTT).
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CANCELLATION FEES:

* From time of booking up to two weeks prior to departure:
€15 per person

* From 13 days until close of business 1 day prior:
50% of the tour price

« Later, no refund.

* No refund for no show!

DEPARTURE POINTS AND TIME:
» Autobahn A6, Shell Autohof at Landstuhl-Ost: 6 a.m.
 Autobahn A6, Kaiserslautern Centrum Park & Ride: 6:30 a.m.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

* Don’t forget to bring your camera, film/storage and batteries

* Bring Euros for local transportation, meals, beverages and
shopping

* Bring neat snacks for in-between meal opportunities

* Bring appropriate clothing for walking outdoors.

Book your tour by PHONE o~ INTERNET
[rom wherever you are -
tfave yow CREDIT CARD fardy/

'SERVICES

Combat Support & Community Service

RTT Travel Ramstein

KMC Center, Bldg. 3336 DSN: 480-6330/6650
APO AE 09094 Tel: 06371-46360
66877 Ramstein Flugplatz, GE Fax: 06371-44323

Make Jour reservations: WWW.RT Ttravel.com



